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The Program 
 

Venue: E22-G010 & E22-G013 

 

 

12:00-12:10 Opening Speech (Prof. Chang Lei) (E22-G010) 

 

12:10-12:40 Lunch 

 

12:40-17:45 Individual Oral Presentation (E22-G010 and E22-G013) 

 

Venue: E22-G010 Session Chair:  Todd JACKSON 

Session 1 (12:40 – 14:00) 

 Title Presenter 

12:40 Effects of Gender and Culture on Mass Media 

Experiences and Body Image Disturbances of 

Young Macau Women and Men 

NG Chi Weng 

PUN Weng Ian 

TONG Si Man 

13:00 Chinese/Asian versus Western Media Influence 

on Body Image Disturbances within Young 

University Women and Men in Macau 

CHEONG Ka Man 

LAM I Man 

UN Ka Hou 

13:20 Assessing Effects of Culture-Specific Thin 

Ideal Portrayals on State Body Image and 

Mood of Young Women in Macau 

CHANG Wai Lok 

CHEANG Wai Chon 

LEUNG Ka Ut 

13:40 Effects of Appraisal and Coping in Romantic 

Relationship Narratives 

HO Hio Tong  

MOK Ka Chon 

 

Venue: E22-G013 Session Chair: Brian HALL 

Session 1 (12:40 – 14:00) 

 Title Presenter 

12:40 The relationship of volunteerism with gratitude, 

altruism, and attitude among Chinese older 

adults 

YAU Pui Kwan 

13:00 The Buffering Effect of Social Capital on 

Perceived Discrimination on Depression and 

Anxiety Symptoms among Female Domestic 

Workers in Macau, China 

Cheila Alexis Clemente 

PANGAN 

13:20 Interventions after workplace violence among 

healthcare workers: a scoping review of 

quantitative and qualitative evidence 

SUI Xinru 

YIN Ming 

13:40 An evaluation of a brief mHealth enhanced 

mindfulness intervention for Chinese 

University students: A pilot randomized 

controlled trial 

CHOU Un I 

GUO Xinqi 

 



 

 

14:00-14:20 Break 

 

Venue: E22-G010 Session Chair: Todd JACKSON 

Session 2 (14:20 – 15:40) 

 Title Presenter 

14:20 Development and validation of Physical 

Attractiveness as a Means to an End Scale in 

Chinese Context 

U Weng Ian 

WANG Jing 

14:40 Factor structure and validity  of the Social 

Media Interaction Focus Scale (SMIFS) among 

young women and men in Macau 

CHOI Chon Kei 

IAM Man Chio 

LEONG Hou Hin 

LEONG Nok Hang 

15:00 Effects of past control of choices on current 

responses to unfair workplace situations: A 

vignette study 

CHUI Ngou Cheng 

UN Ka Kei 

15:20 The Relationship between Negative Comment 

and Conformity on Facebook among 

Adolescent and the Association with Stress in 

Macau 

KAN Kit Wai 

KUOK Hou Meng 

 

 

Venue: E22-G013 Session Chair: S. F. CHEUNG 

Session 2 (14:20 – 15:40) 

 Title Presenter 

14:20 Measuring Driving Anger and the Relationship 

with Traffic Accident History, Attribution, and 

Personality in Macao 

LO Pou Leng 

LUO Qiutong 

14:40 The Role of Neuroticism and Coping Strategy 

on Celebrity Worship and Related Buying 

Behaviour among Macau Adolescence and 

Adult 

CHEANG Io Ian 

15:00 Effectively Using Different Humor Styles to 

Get Rid of Loneliness and Unhappiness in 

College 

KAM Chi Fat 

15:20 
The Relationship between Korean Romantic 

Dramas Viewing and Mate Preference 

LAO O Kin 

NG Un U 

WONG Ion Pui 

 

15:40-16:00 Break 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Venue: E22-G010 Session Chair: Tony GUO 

Session 3 (16:00 – 17:20) 

Time Title Presenter 

16:00 The Effect of Self-Affirmation on Romantic 

Relationship for Low Self-Esteem Individuals 
CHAN Man Wai 

16:20 Mortality Salience Moderates the Effect of 

Closeness on Types of Lie 
CHEN Haoting 

16:40 Mortality Salience, Commitment, and Sexual 

Desire 

MA Yuting 

 

17:00 Mortality Salience, Self-Affirmation, and 

Reckless Driving Intention 
LEONG Chi Ieng 

 

 

Venue: E22-G013 Session Chair: Vivienne TAO 

Session 3 (16:00 – 17:20) 

 Title Presenter 

16:00 Appeal to Unfairness: Differentiating the Effect 

of Status from Power 
LEONG Kin Hei 

16:20 Investment Under Uncertainty WONG Wai Fong 

16:40 How fixed vs growth intelligence mindsets 

affect attribution, motivation and performance 

- An experimental approach 

LEI Ka Kin 

17:00 Effects of perceived coach autonomy support 

and fear of negative evaluation on mental 

toughness, goals adoption and spots emotions 

among Chines young athletes 

KUAN Ka Kit 

 

 

17:20-17:30 Photo-taking   (E22-G010 and E22-G013) 

 

 

  



 

 

Presentation Abstracts 
 

Session 1 E22-G010 
 

Effects of Gender and Culture on Mass Media Experiences and Body Image 

Disturbances of Young Macau Women and Men  

NG Chi Weng, PUN Weng Ian & TONG Si Man 

 

The aims of this study were to evaluate (1) gender differences in eating and body image 

disturbances among young women and men in Macau as well as effects of gender and cultural 

context of mass media on experienced of appearance-related pressure from, comparisons with, 

and preferences for media-related portrayals of physical appearance. Participants (292 

women, 211 men) were recruited from University of Macau and completed self-report 

measures of disordered eating, acceptance of cosmetic surgery, and concerns with fatness, 

facial, appearance, and physical stature, as well as measures of appearance-related pressure, 

comparisons, and preferences related to mass media portrayals in Western contexts such as 

Europe and the United States versus Asian contexts such as China, Japan, and Korea. Women 

reported significantly higher levels of disordered eating, fatness concerns, and cosmetic 

surgery acceptance while men reported significantly more physical stature concerns and there 

was no gender difference on facial appearance concerns. On mass media measures, women 

reported more pressure to be thin than men did but there were no other gender differences. 

Regarding effects of cultural context, the sample reported more pressure to be thin, more 

pressure to change facial features, particularly among, women, and more appearance-related 

comparisons with mass media portrayals from Chinese/Asian countries than Western 

countries while media-related stature pressure and overall appearance preferences did not 

differ as a function of cultural context. In sum, physical appearance portrayals in 

Chinese/Asian media, not Western media, may have more overall relevance to the daily lives 

of young adults in Macau. 

 

Chinese/ Asian versus Western Media Influence on Body Image Disturbances within 

Young University Women and Men in Macau  

CHEONG Ka Man, LAM I Man  & UN Ka Hou 

 

In this study, we evaluated associations of mass media from Western contexts such as United 

States and Europe versus mass media from Asian contexts such as Macau, China, Japan and, 

Korea with eating and body image disturbances in samples of Macau university men and 

women. Participants (292 women, 211 men) completed self-report measures of disordered 

eating, cosmetic surgery acceptance, sources of appearance dissatisfaction (fatness, facial 

features, stature) and Western versus Chinese/Asian mass media influences. Within the 

sample of women, perceived pressure from, comparisons with, and preferences for 

Chinese/Asian media depictions of physical appearance were stronger predictors of 

disordered eating as well as concerns with fatness and facial appearance than corresponding 

Western media measures were. Conversely, effects of Western media influences were slightly 

stronger in prediction models for cosmetic surgery acceptance and stature concerns. Among 

the men, impact of Chinese/Asian versus Western media influences on disturbances was 

comparable, except for the comparatively stronger impact of Chinese/Asian media influences 

on cosmetic surgery acceptance. Overall results challenged the assumption that increased 

exposure to Western mass media factors explains elevations in disordered eating and 



 

 

appearance dissatisfaction in a specific Asian context. Instead, Effects of Asian versus 

Western media can vary depending on gender and the nature of particular body image 

concerns.   

 

Assessing Effects of Culture-Specific Thin Ideal Portrayals on State Body Image and 

Mood of Young Women in Macau 

CHANG Wai Lok, CHEANG Wai Chon & LEUNG Ka Ut 

 

In this experiment, we assessed the impact of exposure to ultrathin images of peers on 

changes in state body satisfaction and state positive affect among young women in Macau. 

Individually-tested university women (n = 137) were randomly assigned to view a PowerPoint 

presentation that featured (1) very thin young women successfully taking the A4 challenge 

while making a task-related comment via a thought bubble (explicit ultrathin exposure 

condition) vs. (2) the same very thin young women but holding the paper up as if receiving 

exam feedback (implicit ultrathin exposure condition) while making the identical comment 

vs. average size young women but holding the paper up as if receiving exam feedback and, 

again, making the identical comment (control condition). After completing state measures of 

body satisfaction and positive affect and distractors as well as trait measures related to body 

image and mood, the women were asked to complete, “a separate study” in which they 

viewed their respective slideshows and completed the state measures a second time. 

Hypotheses were partially supported. There were no presentation group differences in 

baseline state body satisfaction or positive affect. However, women exposed to the implicit 

ultrathin PowerPoint presentation reported a significant decrease in state body satisfaction 

compared to controls while there was no significant difference between A4 challenge 

condition women and controls on this measure. For state positive affect, no presentation 

group differences were observed though the overall sample reported a significant decrease 

between baseline and post-test assessments. 

 

Effects of Appraisal and Coping in Romantic Relationship Narratives 

HO Hio Tong & MOK Ka Chon 

 

This research used standardized hypothetical vignettes to assess effects of a partner’s reason 

for separation (external situation versus partner disillusionment) on romantic relationship 

perceptions of young Macau women and men. Participants (140 women, 96 men) were 

randomly assigned to read one of two different versions of a three episode romantic 

relationship narrative (i.e., arrange meeting, separation, attempted reconciliation), after which 

they provided appraisal, coping, and satisfaction ratings to depicted events. Although initial 

and final vignettes were identical in each version of the narrative, participants randomly 

assigned to the disillusionment condition read that their partner wanted to separate due to 

being disillusioned with the relationship while those randomly assigned to the control 

condition were informed the separation was due to external factors (future job opportunity for 

partner).  Analyses indicated there were no separation  group differences in any responses to 

the initial pre-separation vignette. However, the disillusionment group reported significantly 

less relationship satisfaction, more threat and loss appraisals and fewer challenge appraisals 

than controls did in response to the separation vignette. The disillusionment group also 

reported significantly more blaming of their partner, sarcastic joking, and giving up as 

preferred coping responses to the separation. Although few separation group differences were 

observed regarding the final vignette which was identical between groups, disillusionment 

group members continued to report significantly less relationship satisfaction and more 



 

 

blaming of their partner in response to the partner’s attempt to re-establish the relationship. 

Implications are discussed. 

 

Session 1 E22-G013 
 

The relationship of volunteerism with gratitude, altruism, and attitude among Chinese 

older adults 

YAU Pui Kwan 

 

This study aims to examine three psychological promoting factors (namely, gratitude, 

altruism, and attitude toward voluntary work participation) of volunteerism among Chinese 

older adults. We successfully recruited 142 older adults, who aged 55 years or above, to 

participate in a questionnaire survey. A paper questionnaire included demographic and 

perceived health questions and measurement scales for assessing gratitude, altruism, attitude, 

and voluntary work participation (volunteer status and intention).The result showed that 

altruism had the strongest positive correlation with voluntary work participation, in terms of 

both volunteer status and intention. Gratitude and attitude also were also positively correlated 

with volunteer status intention toward voluntary work participation. The mediational 

hypotheses were also supported by the bootstrapping results. Gratitude increased altruism, 

which in turn lead to a higher intention toward voluntary work. Altruism promoted more 

positive attitude toward voluntary work, which in turn resulted in a higher intention and 

likelihood to participate in voluntary work. Also, gratitude promoted positive attitude, which 

in turn increased the likelihood to volunteer. Furthermore, altruism promoted one’s positive 

attitude, which hence voluntary work participation. The findings, particularly the indirect 

effect of gratitude, can be considered in future promotion campaigns for volunteerism among 

older Chinese.  

 

The Buffering Effect of Social Capital on Perceived Discrimination on Depression and 

Anxiety Symptoms among Female Domestic Workers in Macau, China 

Cheila Alexis Clemente PANGAN 

 

Background: Migrant domestic workers experience various mental health issues. 

Discrimination based on ethnic status can be associated with depression and anxiety 

symptoms. Social resources may buffer migrants from the effects of this discrimination. The 

present study explored the relationship between cognitive social capital (the belief in trust, 

belonging, and norms of reciprocity) and anxiety and depression symptoms.  

Methods: A total of 131 female Filipino migrant domestic workers in Macau, China were 

sampled using snowball methods. Scales were translated and culturally adapted for use. Data 

was obtained using tablet device. 

Results: Correlation analyses demonstrated that discrimination was significantly associated 

with depression (r = 0.30) and anxiety (r = 0.41). Regression analyses showed that cognitive 

social capital (trust/belonging) was associated with lower depression (B=-4.76/ B=-5.30) and 

anxiety (B= -4.09). Adjusting for demographic characteristics and discrimination, regression 

models demonstrated that trust was associated with less depression (B=-5.66), and anxiety 

(B=-4.10). 

Conclusion: Results indicate that social capital was associated with less depressive symptoms 

and anxiety symptoms, but that this effect did not reduce the association between 

discrimination on depression in this sample. 

 

 



 

 

Interventions after workplace violence among healthcare workers: a scoping review of 

quantitative and qualitative evidence 

SUI Xinru & YIN Ming 

 

Background: Workplace violence (WPV) is an occupational hazard and evokes substantial 

attention in global public health fields. Few studies have given a comprehensive perspective 

of post-incident action and its effectiveness for reducing the psychological impact of medical 

WPV. Objective: This scoping review will provide in-depth coverage of the available 

literature on medical WPV intervention, which is secondary and tertiary among healthcare 

workers, and aims to summarize and disseminate research findings, identify critical research 

gaps and future directions in the field. We searched related articles from PubMed, PsycINFO 

(EBSCO), CINAHL (EBSCO), ERIC (EBSCO), Embase, CNKI and WANFANG databases. 

Results: Ten eligible studies were finally identified among 8148 original numbers, involving 

5 qualitative studies, 3 quantitative studies and 2 reviews. Nine papers came from the 

developed countries and one was from China. Interventions including the Assaulted Staff 

Action Program (ASAP), Post-Incident Review, Consultation Approaches, Positive Disposal 

Manners, Group Psychotherapy, the Assaulted Support Team (AST), and the Assaulted 

Support Group (ASG) were found to be effective in terms of softening the psychological 

impact (such as fear, anger, anxiety), WPV incidents decreasing and coping strategy 

improving. Critical Incident Stress Debriefing (CISD) in one review study was discussed 

about its effectiveness. Discussion: Mechanisms behind these interventions, include (1) 

offering opportunities to victims talking about their experience openly, (2) provide ongoing 

support, (3) reviewing how incidents were dealt with, and (4) educating relevant knowledge 

about WPV as well as coping strategies for prevention, were found valuable. Future studies of 

conducting in larger population were recommended and multi-disciplinary practice is needed. 

 
An evaluation of a brief mHealth enhanced mindfulness intervention for Chinese 

University students: A pilot randomized controlled trial 

CHOU Un I & GUO Xinqi 

 

College students are vulnerable to various stressors. A mental well-being enhancement 

program that is effective and fits into students’ tight timetables is needed. This study aimed to 

investigate the effectiveness of a low-intensity mindfulness program that enhanced by mobile 

health (mHealth) to improve psychological health among university students. A randomized 

controlled trial with 101 university students (mean age 22.3±3.63 years old, 69% female) was 

conducted at the University of Macau. The participants were randomized into 4 groups: 

Group1 (n = 25), received neither mindfulness training nor mHealth; Group2 (n = 27), 

received mindfulness training but no mHealth; Group3 (n = 24), received mindfulness 

training and plain-text reminders; Group4 (n = 25), received mindfulness training and animal-

meme reminders. The mindfulness intervention consisted two guided sessions and weekly 

homework. The Depression, Anxiety and Stress Scale (DASS-21) and The Pittsburgh Sleep 

Quality Index (PSQI) were used to measure negative emotions and sleep impairments, 

respectively. Compared to Group1 completers (n = 12), the completers in Group2, 3 and 4 (n 

= 42) showed reduced depression (post-test: p < .01, d = .81; follow-up: p < .01), anxiety 

(post-test: p < .01, d = .84; follow-up: p < .01), and stress (post-test: p < .01, d = .94; follow-

up: p < .01), and sleep impairment (post-test: p < .05, d = .45; follow-up: p < .01). Receiving 

mHealth reminders did not improve the adherence to the intervention. The results suggest that 

a low-intensity mindfulness intervention might be a useful intervention program in university 

settings. 



 

 

Session 2 E22-G010 
 

Development and validation of Physical Attractiveness as a Means to an End Scale in 

Chinese Context 

U Weng Ian & WANG Jing 

 

This research is assessed the factor structure and construct validity of a new scale on physical 

attractiveness as a means to future success in work and love among young Macau women and 

men. Participants (300 women, 203men) completed 10 items generated to reflect Physical 

Attractiveness as a Means to an End Scale (PhAMES) dimensions related to obtaining success 

in work and romantic love as well as other measures related to body image and materialistic 

values as well as social media attitudes and demographics. Within each gender, principal 

component analyses resulted in two component solutions supporting the factor structure 

hypothesized above. With respect to convergent validity, bivariate correlation analyses 

indicated PhAMES subscale scores had moderate, significant positive correlations with most 

conceptually related measures of body image influences and concerns. Conversely, 

discriminant validity support was evidenced byweaker correlations between PhAMES subscale 

scores and less conceptually related indices of emotional distress, social media use, and 

demographics. Findings provided preliminary psychometric support for derived PhAMES 

subscales within one particular Chinese context. 

 

Factor structure and validity  of the Social Media Interaction Focus 

Scale (SMIFS) among young women and men in Macau 

CHOI Chon Kei, IAM Man Chio, LEONG Hou Hin & LEONG Nok Hang 

 

Although the literature on body image includes self-report scales that assess the influence of 

in-person appearance conversations and “fat” talk on physical appearance perceptions and 

satisfaction, to date there have been no measures tapping physical appearance as a focus of 

social media interactions. To address this issue, we assessed the factor structure and construct 

validity of a new Social Media Interaction Focus Scale (SMIFS) among young women and 

men in Macau. Participants (300 women, 203 men) completed a 13-item measure with items 

assessing (1) physical appearance and (2) general stressors as a focus of social media 

interactions in addition to self-report measures related to body image, emotional distress, and 

demographics. Principal Components Analyses (PCA) on the entire sample and within each 

gender supported the hypothesized two components solution (physical appearance and general 

stress), though there was one double-loading item that had to be dropped from final solutions. 

Within each gender, SMIFS physical appearance and general stress subscales scores tended to 

have significant moderate positive correlations with conceptually-related measures (e.g. 

disordered eating, cosmetic surgery acceptance, appearance conversations, appearance 

pressure, stress, anxiety, depression) and non-significant associations with sample 

demographics. In sum, the overall pattern of results provided support for the factor structure 

and construct validity of the SMIFS among undergraduate student in Macau.   

 

Effects of past control of choices on current responses to unfair workplace situations: A 

vignette study 

CHUI Ngou Cheng & UN Ka Kei 

 

Perceptions of justice can provoke positive feelings while perceived inequality often provokes 

unpleasant feelings. In this experiment, participants (N=157) were randomly assigned to read 



 

 

(1) two workplace vignettes in which they were treated unfairly and had little personal control 

over decisions made in the situations versus (2) the same vignettes in which they were treated 

unfairly but had some previous personal control over decisions made in the situations. After 

each vignette, they completed measures of perceived stress, appraisal and coping preferences 

in response to events in the depiction. Main analyses indicated there were no significant 

differences between the lower and higher personal control conditions in perceived stress, 

appraisals or coping preferences across the situations. Supplementary analyses indicated 

higher levels of perceived stress were in these situations were predicted by elevations in threat 

and loss appraisals as well as reduced preferences for using humor to cope with these events, 

though only threat appraisals had a unique imp-act in the prediction model for perceived 

stress. Overall results suggested past personal control over workplace choices do not have an 

important influence on perceptions of workplace events when related outcomes are negative. 

 

The Relationship between Negative Comment and Conformity on Facebook among 

Adolescent and the Association with Stress in Macau 

KAN Kit Wai & KUOK Hou Meng 

 

The present study examined people’s behavior of leaving negative comments on Facebook 

since the perception of others’ comments in a post, and the connection with stress. This study 

involved 174 college students who are attending colleges and universities in Macau, China, 

by having self-report questionnaire and an experiment of leaving comments on a Facebook 

news posts, the study was measured with the Facebook Intensity Scale (FBI) and the 

Perceived Stress Scale (PSS). Data analyses results showed that there was no significant 

correlation between the stress level with the tendency of leaving a negative comment under a 

Facebook news post. In negative Facebook post condition, it showed no significant difference 

with conformity and flaming others, however, in neutral Facebook post condition, people 

were more likely to conform others’ comment, and the negativeness of the post was 

associated with the negative emotion that people have. The behavior of leaving negative 

comment on Facebook has no connection with stress, however, the negative emotion will 

increase with higher negativeness of the post and people are more likely to conform other’s 

comment under neutral post. 

 

Session 2 E22-G013 
 

Measuring Driving Anger and the Relationship with Traffic Accident History, Attribution, 

and Personality in Macao 

LO Pou Leng & LUO Qiutong 

 

The present study examines the relationship between traffic accident history, driving anger, 

attribution, and personality among Macao drivers. A regression analysis was carried out to 

examine the research questions: can traffic accident history, Big-Five personality traits, and 

attribution predict driving anger (driving anger, and its subscales: discourtesy, hostile gesture, 

illegal driving, slow driving, traffic obstructions, and police presence), and whether attribution 

mediates the effect from traffic accident history to driving anger. Participants were 104 

female and 97 male, undergraduate students in Macao, 47.3% of them never get involved in 

traffic accident, 52.7% once or more than once. The results suggested that traffic accident 

history predicts driving anger of discourtesy and illegal driving. Personality traits extraversion 

and neuroticism can predicts driving anger and its subscales, except hostile gestures for 

extraversion, agreeableness predicts driving anger of police presence and slow driving, while 



 

 

conscientiousness can only predict driving anger of police presence. Attribution affects 

driving anger of discourtesy, hostile gestures, and illegal driving. In addition, attribution 

mediates the effect from traffic accident history to some driving anger subscales, but the 

effect sizes of these results are extremely small. 

 

The Role of Neuroticism and Coping Strategy on Celebrity Worship and Related Buying 

Behaviour among Macau Adolescence and Adult 

CHEANG Io Ian 

 

This research aim in finding out more possibility explanations for celebrity worship related 

buying behaviors. The correlation between celebrity worship and related buying behaviors is 

supported by present researches. Besides this path, it is worth to exanimate paths of personality 

trait and stress coping strategy to this kind of buying behaviors.  Although stress and celebrity 

worship is no a new topic, other possible explanations were seldom proposed. Through this 

research, hopefully a second way for the society to see celebrity worshipper could be 

constructed. Quantitative data was collected from online survey finished by Macau local 

citizens from aged 18 to 35 in about 2 months (from February, 2017 to April, 2017). 128 sets 

of data were collected. After analyze, the present data suggests that neuroticism could not 

predict celebrity worship and related buying behaviors. Substance use and celebrity worship 

level, related buying behaviors are in inverse relationship but other coping strategies could not 

predict neither celebrity worship level nor related buying behaviors. Further study may focus 

on substance use and celebrity worship. 

 

Effectively Using Different Humor Styles to Get Rid of Loneliness and Unhappiness in 

College 

KAM Chi Fat 

 

Humor as a communication skill may have some influences on people’s social life and 

subjective feeling. In conversation, people may subjectively judge someone’s personality traits 

from humor styles. Therefore, effectively using humor may improve relationship and subjective 

happiness. The present study mainly aimed to use self-esteem and shyness to predict students’ 

tendency to use which humor styles, and examined the mediating effects of different humor 

styles on the relationship between self-esteem, shyness, loneliness and subjective happiness. 

One hundred and fifty-five students participated in this study. Results showed that affiliative 

humor and self-enhancing humor had significant correlations among the four variables (self-

esteem, shyness, loneliness, and subjective happiness). Affiliative humor and self-enhancing 

humor were significantly associated with almost those four variables. The indirect effects of 

affiliative humor and self-defeating humor on subjective happiness were significant. The direct 

effects of self-enhancing humor and self-defeating on subjective happiness were significant. 

The mediating effects of affiliative humor and self-enhancing humor among four variables were 

significant. The findings indicted that gender and age differences were not associated with 

humor styles. 

 

The Relationship between Korean Romantic Dramas Viewing and Mate Preference 

LAO O Kin, NG Un U & WONG Ion Pui 

 

The South Korean cultural products such as Korean dramas have gained a strong popularity 

from worldwide since the 1990s. Besides, a number of studies have investigated the 

associations between the content presented on the television and their effects on viewers. We 

observed that the impacts of Korean drama on individual mate preference have not been fully 



 

 

studied yet. This study examined the direct effect of drama viewing on mate preference as 

well as the total effect of Korean drama viewing habit on mate preference through the 

mediations of parasocial interaction and love style. We surveyed 176 university students 

(Male =50, Female =126) from the University of Macau via the online questionnaire. The 

result revealed that the model integrating Korean drama viewing habit, parasocial interaction, 

and love style can explain individual mate preference. It was supported that Korean drama 

viewing habit has significant direct effect on individual preference for physical attractiveness 

and personal competence, while under the mediations of parasocial interaction and love style, 

Korean drama viewing habit only has an indirect effect on affective factors, and has a total 

effect on the personal competence in the mate preference.  The findings indicate that the 

Korean drama viewing habit can affect on the individual mate preference. 

 

Session 3 E22-G010 
 

The Effect of Self-Affirmation on Romantic Relationship for Low Self-Esteem 

Individuals 

CHAN Man Wai 

 

Dependence regulation model (Murray et al., 2000) posits that low self-esteem individuals 

tend to feel being less loved by their partners because they incorrectly assume that their 

partners see them negatively as they see themselves and easily misperceive minor conflicts as 

signs of rejection, all of these factors lead them to devalue their partners and relationships. 

Nevertheless, self-affirmation can reduce defensiveness and increase self-esteem. In this 

paper, I explored how self-affirmation might have influences on relationship satisfaction, 

intimacy and trust for low self-esteem individuals. Result showed that low self-esteem 

individuals reported higher relationship satisfaction when they manipulated self-affirmation 

compared to those who did not. However, there were no significant differences between the 

level of intimacy and trust. 

 

 

Mortality Salience Moderates the Effect of Closeness on Types of Lie 

CHEN Haoting 

 

In this paper, I explored how mortality salience might moderate the impacts of closeness on 

types of lying: self-oriented and other-oriented. Specifically, I hypothesized that people would 

tell significant more white lies (other-oriented) to friends than to strangers under mortality 

salience because they expect friends would be more likely to pay back with protection and 

affiliation. 149 undergraduate student participants reported the types of lies they would tell in 

various situations to either a specific friend or a stranger after they thought about personal 

death or dental pains. The results revealed that people told more white lies to a friend than to a 

stranger. Mortality salience had no effect on the type of lies.  

 

Mortality Salience, Commitment, and Sexual Desire 

MA Yuting 

 

Past studies proposed that men and women responded to mortality salience differently. Men 

tend to have increased sexual desire whereas women tend have increased emotional need after 

mortality salience. Recent studies suggest that men apply both emotional connection and 

sexual engagement to buffer their death anxiety. We argue that sexual engagement might be 

the proximal buffering mechanism than emotional connection among men when primed with 



 

 

death thoughts. Thus, when men have primed with commitment, they will less likely to have 

increased sexual desire to buffer their death anxiety. In this study, by using a sample of 124 

college students, we adopt a between-subject design and manipulate participants with 

morality salience and commitment, following with self-reported intentions in engaging in 

casual sex behavior.  Results showed that men had higher intention in engaging in causal sex 

than women. However, gender did not interact with mortality salience or commitment in 

predicting casual sex intention.  

 

Mortality Salience,  Self-Affirmation, and Reckless Driving Intention 

LEONG Chi Ieng 

 

Researchers have shown that after mortality salience, individuals with high driving-related 

self-esteem had increased intentions to drive recklessly and increased driving speed in a 

driving simulators. These findings challenge the universal effects of safe driving campaigns 

which emphasize the mortality-related risks associated with reckless driving. Self-affirmation 

was found to reduce the defensiveness in health promoting behaviours by maintaining the 

self-integrity. To investigate if self-affirmation can moderate the positive effects of morality 

salience on reckless driving intention, the current study recruited a sample 199 drivers who 

drive regularly. Between group design was applied to manipulate the participants with two 

conditions, mortality salience and self-affirmation, followed by self-reported measures of 

willingness to engage in reckless driving behaviour and driving self-esteem. Findings 

indicated that neither mortality salience nor self-affirmation affect reckless driving intention. 

However, the interaction effect of mortality salience and self-affirmation approached 

significance (p = .08). Self-affirmation reduced reckless driving intentions when participants 

were primed with mortality. Further analysis revealed that the effects were pronounced among 

individuals with higher driving self-esteem. Our findings suggest to include self-affirmation 

components in safe driving preventive interventions. 

 

Session 3 E22-G013 
 

Appeal to Unfairness: Differentiating the Effect of Status from Power 

LEONG Kin Hei 

 

Little is known about the effect of power/status on the likelihood of appeal/protest to 

unfairness. Prior research found that individuals may appeal/protest only if they have the 

feeling of entitlement or psychological standing to do so. For those reasons, we combined the 

two sets of concepts and hypothesized that the nature of status would provide more 

psychological standing for people to appeal whereas power would diminish the effect. Two 

studies have been conducted in the present research to (1) investigate the underlying 

mechanism of why individuals appeal to unfairness and; (2) differentiate the effects of status 

from power. Findings in Study 1 did not show a significant difference between various types 

of power and status on their attitude to appeal, but a favourable pattern can be seen. After 

several adjustments, findings in Study 2 supported the hypotheses. Implications and 

limitations would be discussed. 

 

Investment Under Uncertainty 

WONG Wai Fong 

 

Previous studies have shown imposing an investment tax may affect investment decision 

under uncertainty. However, we did not know the investment decision would change when the 



 

 

tax rate has changed and if the relationship is linear. Moreover, we would like to see if 

individual thinking styles and willingness to take risk might affect investment decision as 

well. Sixty-six participants have enrolled through SONA system and took part on a series of 

decision-making task. We have measured their thinking styles opponents based on The 

Thinking Style Inventory – Revised II (TSI-R2), willingness to take risk based on 10 situation 

questions. Participants would decide how much they would like to invest with varying tax 

rates and the return rates. We found that tax rate has impact on investment decision as the 

previous studies, but the impact was different. Moreover, thinking Styles also have effect on 

investment as well. Implication and limitation will be discussed. 

 

How fixed vs growth intelligence mindsets affect attribution, motivation and 

performance - An experimental approach 

LEI Ka Kin 

 

In this study, an experiment was designed to examine how implicit theories of intelligence 

affected the ways students attributed to task failure, their motive to perform better in next 

task, whether they used free time for practicing, and their goals adoptions for future task. 

There were 60 subjects (24 males and 36 females) recruited through SONA to participate in 

the experiment. Participants were randomly assigned into the control and two experimental 

groups with priming for entity and incremental theory of intelligence. Manipulation check 

measuring students’ endorsement of implicit theories of intelligence showed that the priming 

effects were successful. As hypothesized, findings showed that students who were primed for 

entity theory of intelligence attributed failure of an abstract reasoning task more to inborn 

factors (vs. acquired factors) than those in incremental group. Results also showed that 

students in the entity group were more motivated to perform better in the second task than 

those in the control group, whereas those in incremental group were least motivated after 

failure. No significant differences were found in using free time for practice among groups. 

Nevertheless, students who chose to use free time for practice was found spending more time 

and having better performance in second abstract reasoning task than those who didn’t use 

free time for practice. Students in different priming conditions didn’t show differences in their 

goals adoption after failure. In general, students were more inclined to adopt learning goals 

over performance goals regardless of which conditions they were in. 

 

Effects of perceived coach autonomy support and fear of negative evaluation on mental 

toughness, goals adoption and spots emotions among Chines young athletes  

KUAN Ka Kit 

 

 

  


